
At Kids to Kids, we’re 
always looking for 
volunteers, books and 
financial contributions. 
We’d love to hear from 
you:

Spread the Word Nevada
260 E. Desert Rose Drive
Henderson, NV  89015
Phone: 702.564.7809
E-mail: info@
SpreadtheWordNevada.org

Tax deductible receipts 
are issued for all dona-
tions. Spread the Word 
Nevada, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit corporation.

New Schools Adopted, New Hope for At-Risk Kids
In recent months, two new schools 
in Las Vegas became a part of the 
Spread the Word Nevada: Kids to 
Kids children’s literacy family.

We Welcome Your 
Support

Pennies for Pages Read-a-Thon a Success

Spread the Word Nevada and the Kids to Kids literacy program began 
in 2001. The focus of the program is to provide books for keep-at-home 
libraries to pre-kindergarten through fifth grade students in at-risk schools. 
To date, more than 1.2 million books have been distributed to more than 
140,800 children.
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Children at Elbert Edwards 
Elementary School and Dean 
Petersen Professional Develop-
ment school now receive month-
ly book deliveries so at-risk 
students can build home librar-
ies, inspiring brighter futures.

The launch at Elbert Edwards 
Elementary School was made 
possible by The Venetian Foun-
dation. Adoption of Dean Pe-
tersen Professional Development 
school was the result of a grant 
from the NV Energy Foundation. 

Spread the Word Nevada raised 
more than $15,000 during its annual 
Pennies for Pages Read-a-Thon.

The event encouraged students 
from local schools to read and raise 
money in order for the programs 
of Spread the Word Nevada to 
continue providing books to 
students in the Clark County 
School District. 

More than 223,800 pages were 
read by 13 partner schools. 
Community partners participating 

in sponsoring adopted schools 
included Silver State Schools 
Credit Union, Wells Fargo 
Foundation and Boulder City 
Sunrise Rotary.

Thirteen schools coordinated 
book drives during the read-
a-thon. The top three schools 
collecting the most books were 
Goolsby Elementary (7,000 
books), Darnell Elementary 
(4,700) and Newton Elementary 
(3,000). More than 28,000 books 
were collected.

Continued on page 2
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Your Exclusive Invitation: Storybook Gala Set for September 12

50,000 Books Distributed to At-Risk 
Children in One Day

Two New Schools Adopted
Continued from page 1

Our amazing partners are truly making a pro-
found difference in our community.

At each of the two launch events, bringing the to-
tal number of Kids to Kids-adopted schools to 18, 
children were treated to storytelling by Spread 
the Word Nevada Founder Laurie Hartig, words 
of inspiration from Lisa Habighorst, Executive 
Director of Spread the Word Nevada, and skits 
illustrating the power of community (below).

The event at Dean Petersen Professional De-
velopment school, May 21, included a special 
appearance by music icon Donny Osmond. He 
remarked, “I never had the opportunity to go to a 
traditional public school since most of my educa-
tion was done through the mail. Books were very 
important to me. This event gave me an oppor-
tunity to share the importance of books with my 
son, Joshua, who is currently a fifth grader, and to 
have him help support Spread the Word Nevada’s 
literacy programs.”

Help us continue our mission!  Become a com-
munity partner, donor or volunteer. Find out 
more, and see more event photos at our Web site, 
SpreadtheWordNevada.org.

Mark the date! The Seventh Annual Storybook Gala, “Unlock the World of Literacy,” is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 12, 2009 at the Venetian Resort Hotel Casino. Cocktails start at 5:30 p.m., with 
the evening’s program commencing at 7:00 p.m. The glamorous event will honor Irene and Duncan 
Lee, and will include a heartwarming program and exciting live auction. The evening will also feature 
“Library of Dreams,” where guests will have an opportunity to win prizes when they make a “Library 
of Dreams” book purchase. Join us for an evening of literacy, laughter and the chance to make a differ-
ence in the lives of Southern Nevada’s children. More details to come! Visit SpreadtheWordNevada.org 
for all the latest details. To make a reservation, call 702-715-5699.

Spread the Word Nevada: Kids to Kids recently 
spearheaded an effort to distribute more 
than 50,000 books to schools and community 
organizations in Southern Nevada. In a single day.
   
Nearly 30 dedicated volunteers, and Spread 
the Word Nevada: Kids to Kids Board members 
and staff, helped distribute books to 45 groups 
including schools, health groups, charities and 
religious organizations. 
 
Representatives of the groups receiving the 
books make pick-ups at a warehouse, operated 
by Czarnowski, an event and exhibit services 
company, just off the Strip in Las Vegas.

The quantity of books loaded into vehicles varied 
from 20-30 boxes to full pallets of 50 boxes. A 
Czarnowski forklift was on-hand to assist with 
loading the larger quantities of books into pick-
up trucks and flatbed trailers.
 
The massive number of books was available for 
distribution because of a donation by First Book, 
a national nonprofit organization established to 
provide new books to children in need.



We’re always happy to receive new and gently-used 
books. These drop-off sites make donation easy.

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
All Las Vegas Locations

The Dance Zone 
11221 S. Eastern Ave. #100, Henderson

Exit Realty 
55 S. Valle Verde Pkwy. #470, Henderson

Henderson Business Resource Center
112 Water St. Suite 101, Henderson

My Gym 
2255 Village Walk Dr., Henderson 
9512 W. Flamingo Rd., Las Vegas
 
PostNet 
209 S. Stephanie St., Suite B, Henderson

Tower of Jewels
Galleria Mall (upper level), Henderson 
1025 S. Rampart, Las Vegas 89145

Your book donations make all the difference!

Book Collection Sites
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Spread the Word Nevada Honored 
by the Las Vegas City Council
The Las Vegas City Council has been so impressed 
with the effectiveness of Spread the Word Nevada, 
they recently declared a “Spread the Word Nevada: 
Kids to Kids Day.” At a special event, Councilwoman 
Lois Tarkanian presented an official Proclamation to 
Spread the Word Nevada founder, Laurie Hartig, as a 
representative of the organization.

Other officials who participated included Mayor 
Oscar B. Goodman, Councilman Steve Wolfson, 
Mayor Pro Tem Councilman Gary Reese, Council-
man David W. Steinman, Councilman Steven D. Ross 
and Councilman Ricki Y. Barlow.

Laurie Hartig said, “This is truly a community effort, so 
any acknowledgment we may receive belongs to every-
one whose dedication and generosity have helped dis-
tribute more than a million books to at-risk children.”

Our organization could not accomplish all it 
has without the generosity of business and 
community partners. Grants are one of the 
ways our supporters ensure children receive the 
promise afforded by books and reading.

Spread the Word Nevada recently received 
a $10,000 grant from the Mattel Children’s 
Foundation. The foundation received more than 
1,100 grant applications from organizations 
throughout the country. The company’s grant 
program supports “healthy lives and active play, 
literacy, girls’ empowerment and joy for children 
in need.” Spread the Word Nevada was one of just 
one of 20 organizations awarded the grant.

A $10,000 grant was also received from Speedway 
Children’s Charities. Janae Melvin, Director of 
the Las Vegas Chapter of Speedway Children’s 
Charities commented, “Speedway Children’s 
Charities is proud to support the mission of 
Spread the Word Nevada for the sixth consecutive 
year.  We recognize the importance of books in a 
young person’s life and believe that every child 
deserves the opportunity to hear a bedtime story 
or spend time with his or her family exploring the 
wonderful, imaginative world that a good book 
provides.”

Some of Our Fondest Wishes Have 
Been Granted

There Are Many Ways to Help

The desire to help fight illiteracy comes in many 
forms, and from varied sources.

For example, Rotary International, as part of its 
Wide World of Books project, collected more than 
240,000 books at its convention in Los Angeles, 
then donated 24,000 of those books to Spread the 
Word Nevada: Kids to Kids.

In an another example of corporate generosity, 
Barnes & Noble held a book drive late last year 
and ultimately donated more than 3,100 books to 
Spread the Word Nevada: Kids to Kids.

The donated books were distributed to at-risk 
students attending Twin Lakes Elementary 
School, Robert Taylor Elementary and Paradise 
Elementary here in Las Vegas.

Ask us how you, or your company, can help, too!



Ann McDonough
MJ Christensen Diamonds
Glenn & Jeanne Morrison
Neiman Marcus
Rosemary’s Restaurant
Skin Bar
So. NV Concierge Assoc.
Sarah & Terence Thornton
UNLV Athletic Department
Whole Foods Market
Elaine Wynn

Gossamer Gown
($250-$499)
All Smiles Dental
Dow & Debbie Austin
Bob & Betty Bishop
Janet Booth
Delphine Brisepierre
Donald Campbell
Cirque du Soleil, Inc. USA
Theda Cox
Barbara Dahl
Dragonfly Portrait Design
Mitch & Kitty Fox
Fremantle Media
Victor Gallo
Brad & Rebecca Geinzer
Grace Christian Academy
Victor & Adreinne Gutzwa
Harrah’s Lake Tahoe
John Hobbes
Josette’s Bistro
Micheal & Lisa Lemley
Jennifer Linsky
Charles Litt
Mary Francis Accessories
Patrick & Beverly McCartney
Patricia Stubson-Millar
Sue & Rich Mirman
Carrie Nelson
Wendalynn Nelson
Joy O’Neill
Carol Ong
Piaget
Preferred Public Relations &

Marketing
Reedom Elementary School
Rita Rudner
Sahara Hotel and Casino
Saks Fifth Avenue
Sammy’s Woodfire Pizza
Rick & Amy Schaller
Silver State Chapter, NSDAR
Starbucks Coffee
Stomp Out Loud
Tiger Todd
Stacey Wedding

Glass Slipper
(Under $249)
Adrienne Adams
Leary Adams
Linda Anderson
Wilma Andrews
Jen & Roy Arias
Art Starts Here
Angela Berg
Robert & Kim Berg
Gavin Black
Colleen Blau
Edward Boyadjian
Bribor-Brighton Collectibles
Wendy Brown, Joleon Salon
Debra & Jack Brumfield
Richard  & Bonnie Bryan
Steve & Colleen Budin
Christopher Carter
Heather Carter
Trudy Casey
Matthew Christian
Mary Dale Deacon
Maureen Delaney
Gregory DeSart
Nancy Domer

Thank You to Our Amazing 2008-2009 Sponsors
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
Build-a-Bear Workshop Bear 
Hugs Foundation
Cox Charities
Flemings Prime Steakhouse
Fletcher Jones Imports
Harrah’s Entertainment
Robert & Irais Kolesar
Las Vegas Convention Center
Levi’s Community Involvement

Team
Kent & Mary Longley
Mac King Show
Marnell Corrao Associates
MJ Christensen Diamonds
Cliff & Darlene Miller
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Rotary Club of Las Vegas
Ryan Erwin & Associates
St. Thomas More Catholic Com.
TBG Enterprises
UnitedHealthcare
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Wachovia Securities

Golden Carriage
($1,000-$2,499)
Andrew Family Foundation
Bailey Kennedy, LLP
BASE Entertainment
Bob & Pat Campbell
Brook & Krista Carey
Nancy A. Carlyle, EA, Ltd.
Barbara Cegavske
Anthony & Marsha Chadwell
Steve & Mary Chartrand
Claim Jumper Restaurant
Coach, Inc.
George & Christina Donelson
Dragon Ridge Country Club
Bruce & Ann Evans
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse
George & Monica Forbes
Greater LV Assoc. of Realtors
Greenspun Jr. High Library
Guy & Maddie Gugino
Lamping Elementary School
Las Vegas Convention Center
Al & Mary Leraaen
Marilyn Dondero Loop
Lupe McNulty
Nevada Volunteers
On Demand Sedan
Osaka Japanese Cuisine
Angela & Paul Otto
Karen Pellouchoud
Red Rock Spa
Judy Reich
Silver State Bank
Southwest Airlines
The Tiberti Company
Tropicana Resort & Casino
Walker International School

Magic Wand
($500-$999)
BNY Mellon
Rita Bozenhardt
Bob & Melinda Brown
Bob & Debbie Carroll
Chadwell Center for Health
Chapter Y, P.E.O.
Katherine Cox
Adam Davis
First International Bank
Sandra Frank
Golden Gaming, Inc.
Graziano’s Pizza Restaurant
Mike & Lisa Habighorst
Kris Hanson
Joe’s Seafood PrimeSteak &

Stone Crab
Just Yoga!
KG&R Bookkeeping
Bernard & Janette King 

Thank you to these 
individuals, organizations 
and corporations for their 
generous financial support 
and donations of books, 
products, services and 
assistance in 2008-2009.

Guardian Angel
($50,000-$100,000+)
City of Las Vegas CDBG Funds
City of North Las Vegas CDBG

Funds 
First Book
Goodwill Industries 
International Rotary
KLAS-TV Channel 8
Lamar Advertising Company
Lee’s Discount Liquor 
Majestic Realty Foundation
MGM Mirage Voice Foundation
Susan & Monte Miller
NV Energy
Robert R. Banks Foundation
Toys for Tots
 Venetian Hotel Resort Casino &

The Venetian Foundation

Enchanted Kingdom
($25,000-$49,999)
Bank of America Charitable

Foundation
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Duncan & Irene Lee
Mattel Corporation
Nevada Community Foundation
Scott Roeben 
Speedway Charities

Imperial Crown
($10,000-$24,999)
Bill & Cindy Brady
Citibank
Clark County OAG Funds
DeLuca Liquor & Wine, Ltd.
Bob & Donna Draney
K.I.D.S. (Kids in Distressed

Situations)
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Lexus of Las Vegas 
Milby & Oliver, Inc.
National Charity League
Bob Nolis
PermaBound/Marsha Lafferty
Providence
US Airways
Scholastic Books
Silver State Schools Credit

Union
Wells Fargo Foundation

Fairy Godmother
($5,000-$9,999)
Burk Enterprises
CBS Radio – KYDZ-AM
Destinations by Design
Robert & Sandy Ellis
Eric & Eileen Horn
Howard & Howard Community

Reinvestment Fund
IGT
Kolesar & Leatham
David & Kristin Norton
Penta Building Group, Inc.
Southern Wine & Spirits
Table 34
Roger & Amy Tabor
The Budding Ivey Foundation

Prince Charming
($2,500-$4,999)
Ken & Michelle Alber
Boulder City Sunrise Rotary
Bridge Counseling Assoc.
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Matthew Dushoff
Michele Eagleson
Randall Ecklund
Einstein Bros. Bagels
Joel Esrig
Deanna Fair
Daniel Ferrando
Fingerprinting Pros Inc.
Mary Finley
Jean Frederick
Keith Geck
Juline Barol-Gilmore
Granny McFanny
Graceful Gifts
Grimm’s Mantle
Steven Hall
Hansen Networks
Charlie & Cindy Hensel
F.W. Hipwell
Susan & John Hobbes
Kim & Stephen Hoffman
Kristen Howey
Lisa Hulbert
Shirley Iodice
Inside Outside Yoga
Kathleen Janssen
Larry & Kathy King
Dawn Kempthorne
Sue Kohl
Christian Kolberg
Helen Krohn
Dan & Pam Lang
Little Pastry Chefs
Lisa & David Lucchese
Chantelle Mark
McCormick & Schmick’s
Merrie Mears
Janet Medchill
Alan Meyer
Millenium Awards
Mimi’s Cafe
Tiffany Moore
Nicole Moran
Jenna Morton
Cynthia Mun
Phyllis Murray
N9NE Group
John & Caroline Orzes
D. S. Pentkowski
Robert & Rozlynn Pollack
Lisa Purdy
Patricia Padavano
Park Avenue Cleaners
Christine & Joey Pham
Pole Position Raceway
Rachel’s Kitchen
Jessica Ragin
Gary & Chunman Raimist
Michael & Joyce Rathbone
RebornPC.com
David Rosner
Christina Schaad
Melanie Schmidt
Scoot City Customs
Ashish & Marigene Sharma
Steeles
SuperPawn
Sherry Swensk
Pat Stubson Millar
Tamarind II, Inc.
Television Monitoring Services, 
Inc.
Sharon Tilden
Annemarie Thompson
Utah Shakespeare Festival
Toni Valdez 
Village East Cleaners
Richard & Ann Marie

Villaescusa
Carolyn Wagner
Lemlem Withers
Kennon Wolff
Edith Zinn
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We love getting feedback about our initiatives!

This note was received from a faculty member:

“Thank you so much for coming to Whitney 
Elementary every month to provide breakfast and 
books to take home, and to read to our families. So 
many of our families don’t have food to eat at home, 
let alone books to read at home. Your donations 
are so greatly appreciated. Thank you for giving so 
generously. You are making a huge difference in the 
lives of children at Whitney Elementary.”

This message came from a student at Whitney:

“I really liked the books you donated. I think they 
are interesting. I am so happy to have them. Now 
my mom is happy because I am being quiet because 
I am reading. Ever since I have been reading my 
grades have been going up. Now I have a B in 
reading. My mom and dad have never been so 
proud. Now I love to read. Thank you very much.”

We’re proud to serve 18 elementary schools in 
Southern Nevada as part of our Kids to Kids pro-
gram. Our partner schools are:

Dean Petersen Professional Development School

Elbert Edwards Elementary School

C.T. Sewell Elementary School

Paul E. Culley Elementary School

100 Academy of Excellence

Myrtle Tate Elementary School

Whitney Elementary School

Jay Jeffers Elementary School

Fay Herron Elementary School

Indian Springs Elementary School

Lois Craig Elementary School

Twin Lakes Elementary School

Rex Bell Elementary School

Paradise Professional Development School

Robert Taylor Elementary School

Elaine Wynn Elementary School

C.P. Squires Elementary School

Sunrise Acres Elementary School

Our Adopted Schools

Words of Support and Hope

Changing Lives, One Book and 
One Program, at a Time
The programs of Spread the Word Nevada are 
creating positive change in Nevada. Take a look!

Kids to Kids

Kids to Kids is our flagship program, providing the 
chance for children to create home libraries. Kids to 
Kids books are often the only books these vulnerable 
children have ever owned. When our program 
launches at a school, children are given a tote bag 
and five books. They then receive an additional 
book each month thereafter. To-date, more than 1.2 
million books have been distributed to more than 
140,800 children.

Breakfast with Books

Breakfast with Books, a family literacy project that 
compliments Kids to Kids, celebrates books and 
reading, encouraging the participation of parents 
and siblings. Families attend a breakfast before 
school where they are given a snack and a story 
presentation, as well as take-home activities that 
advance the reading experience.

Books & Buddies

In this program, one-on-one mentoring brings 
the joy of reading directly to individual children. 
Volunteers partner with children to read together 
one hour a week for a minimum of 12 weeks. The 
children receiving the individual attention blossom 
academically and emotionally. Many children 
demonstrate an improvement of a full grade level 
during their Books & Buddies tutoring.

Volunteers and mentors are always needed for our 
programs. Contact us about volunteer opportunities. 
Learn more at SpreadtheWordNevada.org, or 
write to info@spreadthewordnevada.org.



260 E. Desert Rose Drive
Henderson, NV 89015

SpreadtheWordNevada.org

School Adoptions, Important Successes and More!

Inspire
a child.
Give the
gift of
reading.

We Need Your Help, Now More Than Ever

Donation Form
Clip this form and mail your donation to: Kids to 
Kids, 260 E. Desert Rose Dr., Henderson, NV 89015.

Name:

Company Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Phone:

E-mail:

We Accept:      Visa       MasterCard       American Express

Account Number:

Expiration Date:

Signature:

Amount Enclosed:

Spread the Word: Kids to Kids is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. All contributions are tax-de-
ductible to the extent provided by law.  

Dear Kids to Kids:

I usually hate reading, but 
now that I started reading 
the Kids to Kids books, I love 
reading. Thank you again for 
all that you have done.

                ~ Sincerely, Cassea

Thank you for your books. You 
are helping my brain to learn. 
You are nice people to us.

                ~ Sincerely, Justin


